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Minister’s Letter 

7 High Tree Drive, Earley, Reading RG6 1EU 

Dear Friends, 

Over the past few weeks I have been 
reflecting on the topic of church growth. I’ve 
been reflecting on articles written by many 
different authors who speak of the 

changing culture in which we find ourselves.  

I’ve also been reflecting on our experience here in Reading, with all the 
new worshippers that have joined us through Messy Church, through 
our evening service called ‘Ignite’ and through our Lakeside ‘Songs of 
Praise’ services. I’m sure that God is at work in all of these times of 

worship – but these are the tip of the iceberg compared to the many 
people who we have contact with throughout the week, through our 
various church activities, our schools’ work, our volunteer work which so 
many members engage in. 

Sometimes it seems difficult to find any simple conclusions about the 
‘growth’ of the church – it often seems much easier to look back with 

the benefit of hindsight. It does seem apparent that the church is 
having to adapt to a changing culture, to changing expectations and 
opportunities.  

This does not sound a particularly new experience, after all, the disciples 
were given little instruction by Jesus as to the shape of the church to 
come. The Acts of the Apostles records a wide range of different styles 

of evangelism and church planting. 

Perhaps the most important thing is to recognise that the church will 
always need to respond to the context – in other words it will use 
different approaches in different places and at different times.  

Michael Moynagh in his book entitled Church for Every Context says:  

‘New contextual churches are not a strange infection on the ecclesial 

body. They are part of the body’s DNA… They are not bringing 
something entirely novel into the church, nor are they just repeating the 
past. They are opening a chapter that carries the church’s story 
forward.’ 
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At Park United Reformed Church we have witnessed many changes 

over the past 108 years and there will be many more in the future. In all 
things let us pray that the church will always seek God’s guidance for 
the way forward. 

This month we welcome another new experience, as the Revd Rick King 
and his family join us for a month long exchange. My prayer is that this 

will be a fruitful and rewarding time for Rick, Linda, Eli, Samuel, Gabriel 
and everyone at Park.  

Likewise, my prayer is that the Weston family will find the time in 
Colorado equally fruitful and rewarding. We have hope to visit several 
National Parks near Longmont in addition to getting to know folk at the 
United Church of Christ. Toby has also arranged to do some 

volunteering with a local zoo, which will be valuable experience for his 
zoology studies at university. 

We are blessed with so many dedicated people who give generously 
of their time, experience and skills. All those who help out in any way 
with our activities for children and young people have been invited to a 
BBQ on Sunday 12th July, as a way of thanking them. Please confirm 

with Carrie King if you are able to attend. 

Finally, my thanks to all the elders and to our church secretary, Roger 
Clark, for your leadership, ministry and support – not just through the 
summer but throughout the year! 

Over the summer period may I invite you to join me in praying for those 
travelling to serve the church in other countries; in praying for those who 

are enjoying holidays at home and abroad; and in praying for those 
who are unable to take a break this summer. 

Yours in Christ,  

Rob 
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Church Family News 

We begin this month by offering a warm welcome to Rev. Rick King, his 
wife Linda and their three sons Eli, Samuel and Gabriel from the church 
in Longmont, Colorado, USA, who are spending the month of July in 
Reading, while Robert and the Weston family exchange pastorates with 
them. We hope you will enjoy your time in Reading and in the wider UK, 
and we look forward to getting to know you all.  

There have been several significant birthdays over the past month: 
Lorna McCarron was 18 on June 10th; John Goodchild was 70 on June 
12th, and Joan Pearson celebrated her 80th on June 18th. Later in the 
summer, during August, Audrey Warner will also reach her 80th. We 
send congratulations, love and very best wishes to you all.  

On a less happy note, it has again been a sad time for several members 
and friends. Carrie King’s father died after a long illness on June 2nd, 
and we send our love and sympathy to all her family; her mother 
celebrates her 80th birthday this weekend, and they had been married 
for 60 years.  

We are also very sorry to report the death of our oldest member, 

Dorothy Johnson, at the great age of 103. Dorothy lived in Reading for 
a very long time, but we came to know her when she moved into 
Marlborough House, and attended church with some of the other 
residents there. She was also a regular attender at the meeting of the 
Thursday Club. In the last few years she moved to a nursing home in 
Moulsford, near to her daughter Shirley, and passed away peacefully 

there on June 4th. We send our love and sympathy to Shirley and all the 
family. 

Jill Brighton is home from hospital after heart surgery, and is recovering 
slowly, although there has been a setback when she contracted 
pleurisy. We send our love and very best wishes for her continued 
convalescence.  

Mick Plummer spent a weekend in the Royal Berks for tests, following a 
suspected stroke, but has made a good recovery, and we are glad to 
see him about again.  
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We have heard good news from Hilary Applegate: she has been 

discharged from the hospital consultant, and is now able to drive 
again.  

Rev. Michael Jackson sends his good wishes to everyone, and thanks us 
for our concern for his health. He is at present undergoing a course of 
radiotherapy, which involves a 60 mile round trip to the hospital – so it is 

not surprising that he feels tired (although otherwise well). We pray for 
Mike and for Liz and all the family. Robert met Andrew Jackson, who 
was part of the Christian Aid group, at the Climate Change protest at 
the House of Commons on June 17th.  

We also remember Alan Pritchard, Les Dray, Andrea Dewing, Bob Butler, 
Eileen Day, Elizabeth Knox and Pat Fuller, all of whom are awaiting, 

undergoing or recovering from treatment, and assure all these friends 
and their families of our concern and our continued prayers.  

Doreen 

Letters 

Dear Friends. 

Richard and I have been overwhelmed with your kind thoughts and 

prayers during the past month.   

I am pleased to say I am now at home and making progress, it is going 
to be a long slow recovery but I do hope that I will be back amongst 
you all soon. 

Our sincere thanks once again 

Jill Brighton & family 
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Auction of Items and Promises 

When did you last buy anything at an auction? Have you recently felt 
the ‘thrill of the chase’ at a real live auction or maybe on ebay? On 
Saturday 17th October we will be holding an Auction of Items and 
Promises in Park United Reformed Church Halls to raise money towards 
our kitchen development project. You will be able to browse lots by 
catalogue previously, and early evening on the day, in order to decide 

where you are going to place your bids and how much you are 
prepared to pay! Some lots will be auctioned off with an auctioneer 
leading proceedings, while others will be sold under silent auction 
conditions. There will also be a meal to help the evening along - but 
that will be the same price for everyone and not go to the highest 

bidder! 

All sounds very exciting, doesn’t it! So now I need you to look around 
your house, or the shops, and start giving me items to auction. Or 
maybe you can make something - people always love home made 
things. I also need you to give me promises. Maybe you could promise 
to do some babysitting or gardening, maybe make a cake or a meal 

for someone, perhaps give a lesson in maths or a language, or  promise 
to take someone on an outing. Possibly you know of someone with a 
holiday home that would be willing to promise a few days away? I 
wonder if you could ask local businesses to donate a few items for me - 
a box of chocolates, or maybe a voucher for a meal. The possibilities 
are endless! 

Of course without the lots to bid for, there can be no auction. So please 
think hard about what you could give - items and promises - and start 
letting me have them as soon as possible! 

Also we need as many people as possible to come - there is no exciting 
adrenaline rush and sense of achievement if you’re just bidding against 
yourself!!! So please start telling as many folk as you can about this 

event - friends, family, colleagues, neighbours - all are welcome! 

Let’s make this evening one to remember! 

Carrie King 
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July Calendar 

Wed 1st  9.30 am Morning Prayers  

Thur 2nd   Rev Rick King and family arrive 

Sun 5th 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room 

  10.30am Morning Worship with Holy Communion 

  3 .00 pm Messy Church 

   No evening service 

Wed 8th 9.30 am Morning Prayers 

  7.30 pm Elders Meeting 

Sat 11th 6.30 pm    Welcome Meal for Rick King and Family 

Sun 12th 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room 

  10.30am Morning Worship  

  3.00 pm   Barbecue for all who work with children and 
Youth 

   No evening service 

Wed 15th  9.30 am Morning Prayers 

Sun 19th  9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room 

  10.30am Morning Worship  

   No evening service 

Wed 22nd  9.30 am Morning Prayers 

Sun  28th  9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room 

  10.30am Morning Worship 

  12 noon Church Meeting 

   No evening service 
 

House Groups meet on several evenings during the week, although 
some may have taken a break for the summer. Please speak to the 
Church Secretary Roger Clark, if you are interested in joining a group. 
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August Calendar 

Sun 2nd 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room 

  10.30am Morning Worship with Holy Communion led by 

Rev. Sue Cossey 

   No evening service 

Sun 9th 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room 

  10.30am Morning Worship led by Michael Penny 

   No evening service 

Sun 16th 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room 

  10.30am Morning Worship led by church members. The 
preacher is John Ledger, from Mission Aviation 
Fellowship 

   No evening service 

Sun  23rd 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room 

  10.30am Morning Worship. Leader to be arranged 

   No evening service 

Sun 30th 9.30 am Prayers in the Upper Room 

  10.30am Morning Worship led by Carol McCarron 

   No evening service 

Morning Prayers resume on September 2nd 

Rev Robert Weston is on holiday from August 8thuntil August 29th 

Next Messy Church on Sunday September 6th 

At Home 

Janet and Alan invite you to an ‘At Home’ for an afternoon of 

friendship and refreshment in aid of Park Church on Thursday 13th 
August 2015 from 2:30 - 5:00 pm. 

£3.00 to include tea/coffee and a raffle ticket. Come rain or shine. Bring 
a Friend. RSVP if you can - or just come.  

Parking at house and neighbour is away! 
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A Letter from MAF 

A Letter from MAF which Linda would like to share with everyone: 

Dear Linda 

Thank you so much for raising an amazing £1000 (plus Gift Aid) through 
your 90th birthday. We loved seeing the photos, and are so grateful for 
your incredible kindness as well as the generosity of everyone who 
attended your party. You are all helping to make a real difference to 
the lives of isolated people.  

Aircraft engineer Andy Swanson and Pilot Dave Forney’s plans were 
recently cut short, but for a good reason. A Medevac request was 
received from Lois, who runs a children’s home in the remote north of 
Uganda. She had slipped on wet concrete stairs and badly broken her 
femur. MAF were asked to fly her to a hospital in Kumi, where an 
orthopaedic specialist is based. 

Andy explains, “Once Lois’ ambulance arrived at Kalongo airstrip, near 
Kitgum, we loaded her into the plane and were soon airborne on the 45 
minute flight to Kumi. The alternative drive from Kitgum to Kumi takes 6 – 
8 hours depending on road conditions.” 

Pilot Dave added: “The trip overland from Kitgum to the Kumi hospital 

would have been an excruciatingly long and painful journey for Lois in 
her condition, but she couldn’t personally afford the cost of a 
Medevac. So MAF covered the cost of the flight. During the journey Lois 
continually expressed her deep appreciation to MAF and to the 
supporters, whose kind gifts make flights like hers possible”. 

We thank you very much for your love and care, and are so grateful to 

hear of your continual prayer for MAF – MAF was founded on prayer 
and it remains at the heart of everything we do today. Thank you again 

Sam Oliver MiC and Events Manager 

Note: there will be another opportunity to hear about the work of 

Mission Aviation Fellowship at the morning service at Park URC on 

August 16th, when John Ledger, their local representative, will give a 

presentation about MAF. 



page 11 

Christian Aid Week 2015 – some reflections 

The final total from our house-to-house collections, and from donations 
received on the two subsequent Sundays, was £1134.77. This total 
compares quite well with the amount collected last year (about £100 
less), considering that we were not able to cover quite as many roads 
as in the past.   

I have noticed that the collection sheet which is supplied by the Area 

Organiser states that we have 25 collectors – a total which dates, I 
should think, from about 15 years ago. The number going out to collect 
this year numbered 14; and I think it would be fair to say that most of us 
found it quite difficult to complete – either because of lack of time, or 
increasing lack of mobility, or many other reasons. This means that we 

are even more grateful to the faithful band who helped to cover the 
majority of our allocated roads; and it certainly makes it possible for 
people who would not give to Christian Aid in any other way, to make 
a contribution. 

So what is the solution? The straightforward answer is that we need 
more collectors, but I am beginning to think that is not really possible; 

we approached a good many people this year, all of whom offered 
perfectly valid reasons for not being able to help. 

I know that some churches have ceased doing house-to-house 
collections altogether – either because they are situated in a very 
difficult area, or cannot find enough people to make an effective 
collection. Several of these churches find alternative ways of raising 

money. 

So: can anyone think of a way we could raise over £1110 in one week? 
What sort of event could we put on? 

If anyone has any ideas I should be very glad to hear from them. 

And of course, our repeated, very grateful thanks to all those people 
who helped to raise £1134.77 in Christian Aid Week this year. 

Doreen Woods 
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Church Camp  

This year's camp was held on the banks of the Thames at Wallingford, 
and enjoyed by all the families who attended.  The site was almost 
taken over by Park, with the field was quite small compared to previous 
sites we have been to, but it felt friendly and intimate. 

Friday evening was the perfect evening for pitching tents - calm, warm, 
and sunny, which also meant it was a pleasure to sit outside for fish and 

chips.  The children spent a couple of hours enjoying the surroundings 
before the sun set.   

Robert had very kindly taken his kayaks and so there were many 
excited younger members who took to the river under his guidance on 
Saturday morning.  The group were able to play football, badminton, 

Connect 4 as well as many other games, and during the afternoon 
many went for a swim in the outdoor pool next to the campsite.  We 
were fortunate that Wallingford held their Carnival with a parade going 
through the town during the afternoon, some visited the quilting 
exhibition, and some sampled the local brew!   

Our grand barbecue had to be (slightly!) rearranged as we 

experienced a couple of hours of torrential rain and some thunder.  This 
meant that families stayed in their own tents to cook their meal, but as 
soon as the rain had finished the children were out and playing 
badminton again.   

Sunday morning started in a much quieter way - think the children and 
adults were tired after their second night at camp - and mid morning 

we joined together for a beautiful outdoor worship.   

Gradually in the afternoon our families packed up and returned home, 
but I am sure that everyone would like to say a huge thank you to Suzy 
and Robert for arranging a fantastic weekend, and that we are looking 
forward to next year's camp at White Mark Farm! 

Helen Durrant 
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Church Camp - in pictures 
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Maintenance News 

In the coming weeks we have a patch of plaster which will need to be 
replaced inside the church, affected by damp from a broken 
downpipe (which has been repaired) – sadly this may result in a rather 

untidy patch of wall until it has dried thoroughly and specialist plasterers 
are found to repair the patch.  

Robert Weston 
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Climate Change Lobby 

Suzy, Amy and I joined thousands of climate change campaigners in 
London on 17th June 2015 – the event was organised to encourage the 
new government to make climate change a top priority.  

We 
were 
able 

to 
meet 

for half 
an 

hour 

with 
our MP 

Rob 
Wilson inside the House of Parliament. Along with other people from 
Reading East constituency we sought reassurance that the government 
would prioritise green technologies and lead the way in the 

international negotiations over emission targets.  

Rob Wilson said he was proud of the government’s progress with ‘green 
issues’ but made no specific promised with regards targets. 

We took photos of the 
bunting which was 
on display along with 

bunting from all over 
the UK and we will be 
sending the 
messages to Rob 
Wilson’s office so he 
can be 

reminded of our concerns. We also bumped into some familiar faces on 
the day including Andrew Jackson and Andrew Weston! 

More details about Christian Aid’s work can be found at 
christianaid.org.uk 
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The impact of Church Parent and Toddler groups 

To coincide with the national month of prayer for parent and toddler 
groups, Jubilee+ is publishing its latest in-depth study which confirms 
that toddler groups are an effective way of building relationships, 
sharing faith and creating the basis for child development. 

Parent and toddler groups are one of the most common church-based 
social action initiatives.  

Research in other studies shows that approximately 27,000 UK churches 
run early years projects and 52% of children in England access some 
form of parent and toddler group via churches.  

These community actions transcend the ebb and flow of government-
backed early years initiatives but the impacts that these groups report 

vary. The Jubilee+ study identifies eight very positive benefits of the 
groups and concludes that there are several factors such as church 
leadership support, training of volunteers, designating team roles and 
prayer which all have a positive link with reported impact. 

Consulting with networks; Who Let the Dads Out, Care for the Family, 
1277 Make them Count, Messy Church, Praise and Play, Spurgeons 

Network and the National Parenting Initiative, Jubilee+ conducted a 
national survey across all denominations looking at the impact of 
church-based toddler groups upon children, their parents / carers, the 
group volunteers and the churches that run those groups.  

The survey provides evidence to support the ‘intuitive’ conclusions that 
most experienced early years practitioners have about parent and 

toddler groups. However, it shows that the key to greater impact is for 
groups to be ‘intentional’ about what they do. 
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Park has a Facebook Page! 

Park now has its own Facebook page where you can find out about all 
the events and happenings at Park.  

Please feel free to comment about the events for others to read.  

To find it use the Park Facebook Page link: 

www.facebook.com/ParkURC?ref=aymt_homepage_panel  

or just type Park URC into the search bar. 

Frances  

Wessex Summer Camp 2015,  

17-19 July 2015 at Ferny Crofts Activity Centre, The New Forest. 

This weekend camping event is for young people in school years 7 – 13.   

It is a time to have fun with others through a variety of themed activities 
and workshops.  We explore the Christian faith and learn more about 
our amazing God through streamed discussions and worship. This year 
there is a new R12 programme for those who have finished year 13 and 

are under the age of 26.    

This is a chance to discover and develop your gifts to serve the event.  
“We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us.”  
(Romans 12:6) 

Further information including the booking form is available to download 
from Wessex Synod website on the Events page.  Bookings close on 30 

June 2015.  Cost:  £60 per person. 

Please send bookings to Ruth Heine, Development Team Administrator, 
Wessex Synod Office, 120 Alma Road, Southampton SO14 6UW. 
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Sunday SALT Group Volunteers 

Each Sunday morning our children and young people go out into 
various groups, of different age groups. After many years of faithful 
service we will be losing three of our volunteer leaders: Alison Stichbury 
is moving away from Reading, Daniel Gillett is moving on to university 
and Carol McCarron is stepping down. We thank each and every one 
of these volunteers, who have contributed so much to the lives of our 

young people. 

This means that we are looking for a number of replacement volunteers, 
so if you are able to help either in leading sessions with a particular age 
group or assisting someone else (we aim to have two adults for every 
group) then please speak to Carrie King or Simon King.  

In line with our Safeguarding Policy, all volunteers must be DBS checked 
before they begin work with children and young people, this is a simple 
process and does not incur any cost to the volunteer or local church. 

Gift Day for Kitchen Development Project 

The new kitchen and refurbished David’s Hall has been a really positive 
change in our church premises and we are grateful for the many 
blessings that made this possible. We have a small amount of funding to 

raise each year to pay back the loan from Wessex Synod.  

A huge thank you to all who have supported our Gift Day which was on 
Sunday 28th June. There is still time to make a donation if you were 
unable to do so on 28th June – please see Alistair Knox or any of the 
Elders. 

Alistair Knox 
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Christian Aid Interns Cycle 1000 miles 

In the weeks before the 
big Climate Change lobby 
in London, all the interns 
across the UK took it in turns 
to cycle, walk or swim a total 
of 1000 miles.  

This photo shows 
Andrew and his friend 
Jonathan as they 
completed the section from 
Newcastle to Leeds. You 

can find out more online 
by following this link: Live 
Blog -

 http://www.christianaidcollective.org/collective-1000-live-blog 

And if you would like to support their fundraising effort, you can make a 
donation via this link JustGiving -
 https://www.justgiving.com/Collective1000/  

Andrew Weston 

Park URC Monday Café  

In March we launched our café for the local community and we have 
had a wonderful response with many people joining us each week for 
baked potato lunch or a soup lunch.  

The summer menu includes a cheese ploughman’s lunch and baked 
potatoes are still available. My thanks to Alastair and Ruth Clark who 
are sorting out the rota of volunteers who will help each week in July. If 

you are interested please do come along, we meet in the David’s Hall 
between 12.00 and 2pm.                                                     Rob Weston 



page 20 

Fundraising for our Development Project 

Whilst our kitchen and David’s hall development project is completed 
we still have a small loan of £69,000 to repay to the Wessex Synod. The 
fundraising team have suggested the following dates for a range of 
activities, many of which you will notice, involve food! We hope that 
you’ll be able to support some of these events – maybe all of them – all 
of which give us opportunity to share fellowship together. We thank all 

who made the Coffee Morning and Plant Sale in June such a success 
and we look forward to the Barn Dance and Harvest supper in the 
Autumn. 

27th Sept  Harvest supper and barn dance 

17th Oct Auction of items and promises, with evening meal 

28th Nov Christmas Fair 

Details of each event will be given out in the notices and displayed on 
posters in the church halls. All of the events are being held at Park URC. 

Fundraising team 

Lakeside Care Home Services 

Our second ‘Songs of Praise’ style service at Lakeside Care Home, took 
place in June. Once again we received a very warm reception and 

look forward to many more opportunities to share together 

We would be delighted to be joined by members of Park URC, please 
consider coming along and enjoying fellowship and praise in this new 
venue. The service is around 40 minutes long and includes hymns 
chosen by those coming along. 

The next service will be on Monday 14th September at 2.30 pm and 
subsequent dates will be advertised in the magazine and on the church 
website www.parkurc.org.uk  

Rob 
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Reflections on an REinspired Session 

On Tuesday 30th June I volunteered at an REinspired session discussing 
‘difficult questions’ with 90 ten and eleven year olds at Lower Earley 
Baptist Church. During the hour and a half the children explored their 
questions about Christianity and had an opportunity to discuss them 
amongst themselves and with Christians. 

I am always surprised and encouraged by the perceptiveness and 

inherent spirituality that is so often found in children and this session was 
no different. The students raised interesting questions such as, ‘Are 
angels still helping God now?’, ‘If your parents are Christian do you 
have to be?’ and ‘Do Christians believe in karma?’ They discussed 
them thoughtfully and respectfully in groups of eight.  

It was obvious how much the children get out of the REinspired session 
with some members of my small group starting off thinking that God 
was a human and asking questions like, ‘Who was God’s mum and 
dad?’  

But by the end of it I was blown away when one thoughtful child who 
hadn’t spoken in a while said that he thought maybe God was a 

‘supernatural being’. I then asked him to explain what he meant by 
that to the group and he showed that he understood what he was 
saying and was quite persuasive with the others too. 

We also discussed the issue of suffering and where God could be found 
in it, with many children referencing the sad acts of terrorism that have 
caused so much suffering recently.  

It was an amazing opportunity to point towards a God of love who is 
with us in our suffering, as well as our rejoicing, and is big enough to be 
asked any question of Him that a ten year old may have.  

Laura King 
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Jesus, the Storm Calmer  

Jesus, the Storm Calmer (Mark 4:35-41) Sermon on 21 June 2015 

in the 4th movement of Beethoven’s 6th Pastoral Symphony Beethoven 
is giving the listener the impression of how severe was the storm and 
how it was calmed. Jesus and his disciples were crossing the Sea of 
Galilee. In the beginning the sea was very calm. Jesus had gone to 
sleep on a cushion at the stern of the boat. There came the sudden 

storm. The waves broke over the boat and it was nearly swamped.  

The disciples were professional fishermen they were accustomed to the 
storms at the Sea of Galilee; the storm must have been very fierce, 
even for them to fear for their lives. 

The disciples woke Jesus up saying to Him "Teacher, don't you care if we 

drown?" Of course, Jesus cares! He was with them in the same boat. 
Jesus calmed the storm by His words, and the waves of the sea were 
hushed. 

No one is exempted from “Storms of life” 

Jesus was with the disciples yet He allowed them to experience the 
storm. However, Jesus was with them in the same boat, in the midst of 

the terrible storm. When we decided to follow Jesus, He did not say that 
we are exempted from all our “storms of life”. We are not professional 
fishermen, so our experience with what Mark chapter 4 described is 
very limited. It is unlikely that we may encounter storms at sea like the 
disciples did. But it is very relevant because our “storms of life” can burst 
on us unexpectedly at any time - crisis, sickness, bereavement, 

redundancy, financial disaster - All these are threatening to our well-
being. 

One of our friends, Andy, had a job offer for a promotion. He put in his 
resignation for his current job. He was exciting waiting for his new job to 
start. Before he even started, the company had gone into liquidation. 
Andy lost his job offer. He had a mortgage to repay, a family to feed, 

he was desperate. Jesus was with Andy in his “storm”! Andy went back 
to negotiate with his original employer. And he had his previous job 
back. Jesus had been with Andy throughout his “storm”. 
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We remember two weeks ago, we took our car to the garage for 

service. When we collected it, the garage told us that there is an 
outstanding problem we need to fix. We needed the car for a long 
journey last week. We were very anxious that we may have to risk 
driving a car with a problem and got stuck somewhere. The time was 
very tight as we had to work most days. Reflecting on the situation Jesus 

was with us in “our storm”. We managed to book the car in, it was fixed 
at the right time and at the right place. Jesus allowed us to experience 
the storm, but He had been with us throughout our storm. 

We need to have total faith in Him 

Jesus did not mean to enter this storm, to test the faith of His disciples. 
Instead, Jesus wanted His disciples to have total faith in Him. He invited 

them to come to the boat, once it set sailing He went to sleep. Then the 
sudden storm came. The disciples was so scared that they woke Jesus 
up. (v39) Jesus got up and rebuked the wind and commanded it to 
quiet down. The wind died down and it was completely calm. (v40) 
Jesus then said to his disciples “Why are you so afraid? Do you still have 
no faith?” 

(Matthew 14:31) In another occasion Peter wanted to come out of the 
boat and walked on the water. But seeing the wind, he became 
frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, save me!” 
Immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and took hold of him, and 
said to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?”  

Jesus wanted His disciples to have total faith in Him. The application to 

our lives is that, even when Jesus leads us through the valley of the 
shadow of death (Psalms 23:4), we should fear no evil, for He is with us. 
We too, can rest in faith during the storm. Our boat will not go down, 
because Jesus is on board. Jesus wants us to have total faith in Him. As 
we sang earlier that it is “With Christ in the vessel we can smile at the 

storm”. After the storm, Peter and the disciples’ faith was increased. This 
is a valuable message for us as we face the storms of life …it is NOT to 
test us but to strengthen us. 

Faithful God 

Our God is a faithful God; He is in the boat with us, when we are in times 
of trouble. (1 Corinthians 10:13) God is faithful; He will not let us be 
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tempted beyond what we can bear. But when we are tempted, He will 

also provide a way out so that we can endure it.  

2- God is faithful because He loves us. 

Today is Father’s Day. We have our father on earth who loves and cares 
for us. We have to remember that we also have a Father in heaven 
who loves and cares for us too. He is the Father who loves us so much 

that He sends His only Son, who comes alongside us, journeys with us, 
suffers with us, and stays with us in the boat when the storms come. 

3- God is faithful! He keeps all His promises.  

When He promises us that He will be with us in our Storms of life, He will. 
When He promises that He will heal us, and believe, He will! When He 
promises that whosoever believe in Him, will be save, we will be saved! 

“With Christ in the vessel we can smile at the storm”.  

Let us recap what we have learnt today. 

Firstly, no one can be exempted from their “storms of life”, Jesus allows 
us to experience the storms. 

Secondly, we need to have total faith in Him, we should not doubt in 
Jesus. 

Finally, God is faithful, He will be with us no matter in whatever situation 
we are in. 

Let us close with these words from (Psalms 107:31) “... Let (us) give 
thanks to the Lord for His unfailing love, and His wonderful deeds for 
men.”  

Lord, You are my rock in times of trouble; You lift me up, when I fall 

down; all through the storm, Your love is the Anchor, my Hope is in You 
alone!  

Phebe Mann 
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Elders’ Prayer for the Month 

Lord God we come before you this Summer thanking you for the 
privilege of being able to worship in complete freedom, whilst 
remembering those throughout the world who do not enjoy this 
freedom to worship. 

We pray initially for those in our church community who mourn the loss 
of loved ones as well as those in need of healing, remembering 

especially those named in our family news. We pray for those camping 
in Wallingford this weekend and for all who are unable to be with us 
here today. We pray for the wider community in East Reading, 
particularly those suffering from deprivation or abuse, poverty and 
hardship. We pray for the many adults in this country who have suffered 

abuse as children at the hands of those who were entrusted to care for 
them at times of need and vulnerability. 

We pray for the refugees fleeing violence or persecution around the 
world, from Burma to the Middle East and Africa to South and Central 
America - some 60 million during the last year alone. 

Lord, we pray for an end to violence and conflict in this world which 

seems to be in great turmoil at present; we pray for the victims of 
violence and rape in the Democratic Republic of Congo and other 
parts of Africa where wars have been waging on and off for many 
years and for the children forced into becoming child soldiers in wars 
they do not understand. 

We pray for our Christian brothers and sisters in the Middle East who 

have been killed or driven from their homes by those who carry out 
atrocities or a kind of ethnic cleansing against those who hold different 
beliefs from the perpetrators of unspeakable actions against them. 

Lord as we think about those in greatest need and those experiencing 
great suffering around the world, we pray that your spirit of love and 
forgiveness may prevail, so that peace and healing may truly come 

about in this turbulent world. 

Bob Dewing 
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Church Contacts 

Minister: 

Rev Robert Weston office: 0118 926 5003 
    
   e-mail: minister@parkurc.org.uk 

Church Secretary: 

Roger Clark     
   e-mail: churchsecretary@parkurc.org.uk 

Centre Manager:   

Julie Cameron  phone: 0845 463 6426 
   e-mail: centremanager@parkurc.org.uk 

Magazine Editor: 

Rod King     
   e-mail: editor@parkurc.org.uk 

Church Website: www.parkurc.org.uk 

Our church website is updated regularly and has details of the many 
activities of the Church. You will also find some of the charities that we 

support, with links to even more helpful websites. 

Facebook:   www.facebook.com/ParkURC?ref=aymt_homepage_panel  
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Regular Activities at Park 

Sunday 10.30 am Worship 

  Young people’s groups & Crèche facilities 

  Holy Communion  (1st Sunday) 

 1.00 pm Church of Zimbabwe International 

 3.00 pm Newlife Celebration Tamil Church 

  3.00 pm Messy Church (1st Sunday of month) 

 6.30 pm  Ignite Coffee & Cakes (in term-time) 

 7:00 pm Ignite Worship(in term-time) 

Monday 9.30 am Park Toddler Group 

 12.00 pm Monday Cafe 

 5.15 pm Beaver Scouts 

 6.45 pm Cub Scouts  

 7.30 pm Housegroup 

Tuesday 10:00 am  Happy Feet Footcare (every 6 weeks) 

 2.15 pm  Friendship Club  

 2:00 pm  Reading U3A Yoga (every 2 weeks) 

 4.30 pm Indian Dance Classes 

 7:30 pm Earley Folk Dancing 

 7.30 pm Badminton Club (Sept – March) 

 7.30 pm Housegroup 

 8.15 pm Aldbrickham Clog & Dance Group 

Wednesday 9:30 am Embroiderers’ Guild (monthly) 

 10.00 am Park 60+ Exercise  (12 noon seated session) 

 12.00 pm Reading Lunchtime Choir 

 2.00 pm Reading Macular Society (bi-monthly) 

 5.30 pm Beavers 

 5.30 pm First Class Learning 

 7.00 pm Scouts 

 7.30 pm Mostly G&S Singers 

Thursday 2.00 pm  U3A Madrigal Society (every 2 weeks) 

 2.00 pm Active Ageing 

 2:00 pm Reading Abbey Trefoil Group (4th Thurs of month) 

 5:30 pm  Brownies 

 5.30 pm Rainbows 

 7.15 pm  Guides 

 7.30 pm Housegroup 

Friday 9.45 am  Zumba Fitness Class 

 6.30pm Pilots 

Saturday 9.00 am The Allenova Ballet School 

 9.30am Reading Seventh Day Adventist Community Group 

 4.00pm Reading Community Gospel Choir 

 7:00 pm Footloose Line Dancing Group  
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